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ABSTRACT.—In 1980 North Dakota’s forest re-
sources covered 518,100 acres of land, a slight decline
from the 572,400 acres reported in 1954. The area of
commercial forest land also dropped from 398,400
acres to 343,200 acres. The aspen forest type makes

up 41 percent of the commercial forest area.
"KEY WORDS: Commercial forest land, productive-

reserved, unproductive, wooded strips, shelterbelts,
nonforest with trees, forest type, land use.
One out of every 86 acres in North Dakota is

 forested—a total of 518,100 acres. Most forested acres

occur along the Canadian border, along the valleys of
the Red, Missouri, Little Missouri, and Sheyenne
Rivers, and around Devils Lake (table 1). An area of

343,200 acres, or 66 percent of the total forest area, is

suitable for producing industrial timber and is there-
fore classified as commercial forest land. The aspen
forest type makes up 41 percent (139,500 acres) of the
commercial forest area. The second largest forest
type, elm-ash, accounts for 33 percent or 113,700

- acres. The ponderosa pine forest type has the least

area——-l percent or 2,100 acres:

_ Forest type Area
. (acres)

' Aspén 139,500
Elm-ash 113,700
Oak - 44,200
Cottonwood 18,700
Plains hardwoods 15,800
-Ponderosa pine 2,100
Nonstocked 9,200
Total 343,200

1The sampling error of area for this survey was +3.9
percent for the acres of commercial forest land.
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The Eastern Unit of North Bhﬁota is more heavily

forested than the Western Unit (fig. 1). The most

heavily forested County, Rolette, has 60,000 acres of
commercial forest—10 percent of the land area (table
1).

Forest land declined in North Dakota by 53,900
acres or 9 percent between 1954 and 1980. Commer-
cial forest land decreased 14 percent during the same
period.

Land Use 1954 1980 Change
since 1954
Thousand acres Percent
Forest
Commercial 398.4 343.2 —14
Noncommercial
Unproductive 170.4 148.0 —13
Reserved 3.2 26.9 +88
Total forest 572.0 518.1 -9
Nonforest 44,2645 43,821.2 -1
Total land 44,836.5 44,339.3 -1

Published 1954 areas have been adjusted to align
the estimates more closely with definitions of land
classification and procedures used in the 1980
survey.

Noncommercial forest land totals 174,900 acres.
Since 1954, the reserved area has increased 741 per-
cent or 26,900 acres (4,500 acres productive and 22,400
acres unproductive) primarily due to increases in the
areas of State and national parks. The remaining
148,000 acres of unproductive forest land, too poor to
grow timber products for industrial use, are concen-
trated in the Badlands area.
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MAJOR FOREST TYPES
NORTH DAKOTA

1980
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Figure 1.—Major forest types, North Dakota, 1980.

An important North Dakota resource not included in
" ‘the forest land area are the 354,300 acres of natural
and planted wooded strips and shelterbelts. This area
" does - not include windbreaks around farm buildings
and other structures.

The information in this note comes from the second
North Dakota forest inventory made during 1978-
1980 by the North Central Forest Experiment Sta-
tion. Other publications giving further details will be
available in the future.
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