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IOWA SAW-LOG PRODUCTION AND
SAWMILL INDUSTRY, 1969

ABSTRACT.~Iowa loggers harvested nearly 47

million board feet of saw logs in 1969. Leading

species were soft maple, elm, red oak, and cotton-

wood. Three-fifths of the wood residue generated
at 63 Iowa sawmills was not used.
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Iowa loggers cut 46.9 million board feet of saw
logs in 1969. More than 6 million board feet each
“of soft maple, elm, red oak, and cottonwood were
harvested (table 1). Less than 1 percent was
_ softwoods. Of the 7 million board feet of export
logs produced, more than half were shipped to
Missouri, one-fourth to Illinois, and the remain-
- der to Wisconsin, Kansas, Nebraska, and Minne-
sota. Major export species were soft maple, black
walnut, and cottonwood.

Sixty-three Iowa sawmills bought 44.4 million

board feet of logs in 1969 of which 39.9 million
were local logs and 4.5 million' were imported,
primarily from Illinois, Missouri, Wlsconsm, and
Minnesota.

By contrast, most logs sawn in Iowa in the
late 1800’s came from Wisconsin and Minnesota.
Lumber production peaked in 1889 at 608 million

-

board feet, sank to a low of 8 million board feet
in 1921, then increased to a range of 43 to 91
million board feet annually since 1941 (fig. 1).
The 44 million board feet of lumber sawn in 1969
was used primarily for farm building construction
and repair, furniture, dunnage, pallets, and rail-
road ties.

The number of active Iowa sawmills has been
declining for many years and the average mill
size has been increasing. In 1953, more than
1,000 mills had an average production of less than
65 thousand board feet. By contrast, the 63 active
mills in 1969 produced an average of 698 thou-
sand board feet—over ten times the 1953 average.
This trend toward larger mills is good because
larger mills tend to operate longer each year and
to continue operating during business recessions.
In addition, most larger mills have greater pos-
sibilities for marketing their wood residue and
more capital or credit available.

Most of the 46 commercial sawmills! operated
in eastern and southern Iowa (fig. 2). Half of the
20 large mills (producing 1 million board feet or
more in 1969) were concentrated in five north-
eastern counties—Allamakee, Clayton, Delaware,
Dubuque, and Jones.

1 Mill producing more than 100,000 board feet
annually.
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Figure 1.—Iowa .lumberl production for selected
: years, 1869-1969.

Three-fifths of the wood residue (slabs, edg-
ings, sawdust, and shavings) generated at saw-
mills was not used (table 2). From the 22,000
cords of coarse residue (slabs and edgings) pro-
duced in 1969, about one-third was sold to 5
pulpmills, 5 percent was used for fuel, and the
remainder was not used. The major uses (41
percent) of fine residue (sawdust and shavings)
were for livestock bedding, poultry litter, mulch,
and soil conditioner. These markets are likely to
expand, providing a good chance for Iowa saw-
mills to sell more of their fine residues.

Inasmuch as only 9 of the 20 large sawmills
sold coarse residue to pulpmills in 1969, oppor-
tunities appear to be fair for larger residue sales.
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Figure 2.—Iowa sawmillls in 1969.



Table 2.—Volume of residue produced at Iowa sawmills, by type of use, 1969

(In thousand cubic feet)

i Wood residue
Type of use Total Coarsey Fineg/ . Bark
: Softwood : Hardwood : Softwood : Hardwood : Softwood : Hardwood : Softwood : Hardwood
Fiberd . - 570 - 570 - -- - 154
Industrial fuel 1 12 - 7 1 5 - *
Domesz}c fuel 7 99 7 75 - 24 5 61
" | other * . 498 o 1 * 497 - 22
Not used 7 1,737 2 1,070 5 667 2 1,132
Total 15 2,916 9 1,723 6 1,193 7 1,369

1/ Material suitable for chipping such as slabs and edgings.
2/ Material not suitable for chipping such as sawdust and shavings.

* 'vLes's than 500 cubic feet.

Increased sales will depend on the sawmills’ abil-
ity to furnish residue in the form and quality de-
sired by the pulpmills at prices competitive with
Jocal roundwood and residue from other States.

During the next 5 years, the number of active
Iowa sawmills is likely to remain stable and lum-
" ber production will probably increase from the
1969 level. Furniture markets look especially
promising for growth during this period of ex-
pected increases in family formations.

3/ All residue used in manufacturing fiber products, such as pulp and hardboard.
All residue used as livestock bedding, mulch, poultry litter, and specialty items.

The 1969 data came from canvasses of all Iowa
sawmills by the Iowa Conservation Commission,
all Missouri sawmills by the Missouri Conserva-
tion Department, and all Kansas sawmills by the
State Forester’s staff. All were cooperative studies
with the North Central Forest Experiment Sta-
tion. The Station also canvassed some sawmills
in Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wisconsin
to determine the volume of Iowa logs received
in 1969. Appreciation is expressed to all of these
mills for making this study possible.
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