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* Building Community Among Citizens and Professionals Connected to the Forest Resource 

- . .  

Private Forest Lands . . 

, From--a Regidnal-Perspective . - 8 . .Forest ~ra~rnentation: 
'private woodlands have long played ah important' 

role in the supply of forest products and environmental . A Resource 
benefits throughout the region. The woodlands were reat ~ k k e s  Forest r ad: A Mo 

. originally considered by ~ u r o p e a i  settlers to be Ownership Pafterns and Use is . . 
obstacles to the more *important .goals of human a forum conducted by the Allian 
settlement and agriculture. As recently as the first ' 

, . 
. quarter of &is century, for exapple, forest land grants increase the forest land .base. A.l-age of as 
were given to returning war veterans in northern Onk-wio. based upon e$ident ecological; an 
krivate owne'rship did nat always lead to sound' - . trends and' their potential implications. 

- n~anagement. Add'to that the uncertAinty about harvest d;f ~ r a l  -hgratioi ~d growth. in seeon 
on public lands Ad the increasing demand for growth residences g r e a ~  demanci for forest 
ark4 it iS clear why- significant attention has been drawn . 
to pr ;vat& lands in this region. 

~ i d i ~ a n  has over- 19.million acres of forest land as species. Increase in- 
well as-greenways .in urtjan and suburban areas and* . - 'reduce access for timber 
over 75% of the state forist.land falls under private demands for recieation. Potential implicati 
omekhip. Over 60% of timber resources and h~&thg trends range from reduced land tenure, decrease 

r .  

experiences occur on private lands. Similarly; the size to increased fire risk, 
inajo-rity of Michigan's lakes, streams, and fivers are increased competition for 
adjacent to pivate lands. In the next 15years, it is demarids on the f ~ r e s t / w e r  
&timated Miclxgan's population will &crease 1 1% yet demand for bcre&ed ci 
this incieas'e will expand to utilize 83% more land area. 
Urban sprawl is projected to impact all of southern 
~ i ch i~an ' .md  numerous key areas id northern Lower 
Michlgan and the Upper Peninsula as the aging 

. population retires to the 'North Country." through tax changes an 
.Minnesota points to studies which have shown a 2. Provide pubiic education for the general 

strong correlation between having a forest plafi and - officials and professionals. 
protection and judicious use of the land. With that goal , 3: Expand urban forestry.' 
in hind, D N ~  staff have targeted that by 2005 they will 4. Increase forest patch size by , 

develop forest management plans for at least 50% of the promoting and rewarding 
5 million acres owhed by. non-industrial private volunteer efforts to manage 

. landowners (NIPF) over 20 k r e s  inssize. Most recent forest lands across ownerships. 
estimates show over 15 million acres of forest land in the 5. .Provide effective forest 
state of which 40% is owned by over 147,000 NIPF's. landowner education. 

Today> 15% or 6 million hecta~es of Ontario's 6. Provide increased access to 
forests are privately owned. . ~h.ese supply 20% of the professional assistance for 
annual provincial harvest and contribute $657 (cont. p.2) landouners (Cont. pg 2) 
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, Resources, continued - . - Coming Events'. . . . 

' - Portfolio: The Fields of St, ~rok.is.featured in the . Climate change and Carbon Sequestration: 
- Summer, 1998 issue of Land Development the journal A ' F ~ ~ ~ &  for Governmest, Business &* , - . . 

. . of the National Association of Home Builders. The citizens - . . - Robert Engarom Compaoies developed the 4and 20 - . - &reat Lakes Forest ~l l iance,  Inc.' . minutes from St. Paul oh. 226 acres with cluster* . * 0ctober 19, 1 999 Holiday Inn~Select, St. Pati! MN 
' 

development. More than' 60% of the land is allocated tb 8:00 a.m+ ,- 4:00 p.m. Registration .b Advance: $30 
permanent qien 'pace. - (Nm7 20 5" Street, 'w, . . Contact: ~i~~ L&& Forest Alliance for a @mplete 
.Washington, D,C, . 

i s  : agenda at 7 15 '634.2006 or e-mail: foreitls@lsfa.org 
, . . ,  . &  

' * X  

. Grem Lakes F'orah is published quarterly by 'the Great Lakes korest >llianee which war chartered. in 1987.6~ the gdvemors ok  '. - ' 

' ~ i c h i ~ a n ,  Minnmatu cmd eseoksin and the Province of Ontario al!ied itsklfin 1997.  he Alliance serves us.a forum to fosterand. . . 

faciiitatr cooperative efjbrts tha! enhance mamgement and sustainable use, ofpublic and private forest lands in the Upper Great Lakes.. 
The fmtees  believe. thaf.fhrough coogemtion the states/province can achieve bene/itrfor thgir citizens greater than if each ~ ~ ' s d i c t i o n  *' . - '  

worked alone. To fha f end, the Alliance promotes involvepent of all those concerned kith the region.kforests to improve coop&tion and 
coordination-i2~ forest ~ h d ~ r o ~ r a m s :  Copy or Letters to the Editorfor Gr& L&& Fdr&ts is due 15 days be/o;e the endo/the 
quartec March 1.5, June 15, Septqitber.15 and ~ecember  15 ojehch'yeor.*  he hewsletter is mailed free of chargt. to any r e s i b !  or. ,, 
agency irt the folrr jurisdiCfione Other subscriptions are $1 6 p e r y e a ~  E-mail p6stings anywhere in the world areyreg ofehargee . To . - 
obtain a..rubs&tion, send nume, hjliliation, address, city, state, ~i$/~o.ytal elide, phone, f& and e-mail address to the ~lliaice-oftice. 
Great bakes F'orest Allia*c~, 1nc-b Ppgt OJJice Box 722. Street Address: 7 2 3 1 , ~  ~ e h o k  ~ o a d ;    hard, WI. 544843. USA:. ~ e f ~ k o i r e  k d  

-. - FRY, 71X634.2006.- E-mail: foi;e~tl~~@@a.or~. @Great Lakes Forest ~llitpck, September, 1999. @Print& on. recycled paper: : :: ' 
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~ichigan ' Minnekoe Ontarlo . .  . . Wisconsin ~anadiian' f&st r . .  a 

Warren' (Ed) Frayer , . . Wayne Bran&, Richarii Bob Caman, Marc - - aridget tiage*, Gene - ser~fi(=e -. GF - A 

Thomas G. Ferguson, ~ d ,  David Parerit, Dub&, Dave ~uler. '  . .~Fnmdsco, Kenneth H . Ed-Kondo- .% . - 
; Peter Grieves, Dbniel . ' Gerald A. Rose, Richard Martin Litchfeld, Oe*flw' MaM, Thopas H. * . - ~ D A  p*a-e&lce e - 

Keathiey, Sam Skok, John Vogd - Munro, Bill Thornton , ' .Schmidt, FreQ J. Souba, - Lioda R. Dwpgf?uk, . - 
. - Sorenspn, Gerald -ilr,, Thomas Talbot , .. Robe2 T,'<pbbs, .' . 
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e .  - 
. +  " , -- . . *. z;** .=*m7 . '* - .  *#- $ - .' . . .. . . ,. 

. . .  - * *  '*,* * * * - -\. . .  . . . spuaq qs$~otI i q a a ~ d  :auraqA ansq :: * , . .I 

. . . . f " 
1 

' - . , 
'-- 1 , - 

*A,. 

. . - 8  I . .  
I 

f - * -  

- - - - - .  - . - - - -  a 'A*' - - a ; \ 1  ,,,,,_- . . , . 
j 
1 

- - -  _ _  1 * .  . 
-I: i ti u L - ~ ~ , \  , , , , -  - '  + 

. . - h ) L t l  t s i b  ! - 1 ' J a c l t / L y  - v { l & ; ,  
* < * \ -  

a i *  

*"';Ti-:\_--T4T?v,,, _ P 

. . - -  L. c L 2  i - rr ' iLf? . . / / 8 / f g / 1 / d ~ ' @ ; f ; ; ' ~ ; : . ; ; i i i 8 t # f  # $ J *  g $ , , f t # g  . ' 
--a___( -- _ _ __ --- 1 - . / (  . ( j l / / l l l l ~ g i i i l ~ : l  

" . -  5 * 
1 4  r i ;  

* - -- . - .  . . -  

-.. . 
. , 

, - _ _ -  ' 
* . . . . ,  - * .  

' .  . 
. . . . . . 

* - . . . . - I r  

- .  . 
' Ef78tirS 

. . - . .  .n 

. . .  
. - m C p m d q  CWPS 'IM 'PB&% 

a# 1-d - J*q??l k4 I EZZ, 
- 

. . 
. . 

" ZZL xo8 m1UD .lsod ?Ttryv X2118 
'3"I '3'jueflW 1saJoJ saygl laajr, . . . . - 

. . -: . - 

. 



3 Sewing Michgan, esota, Ontario and Wisconsin . Volume- XI Issue Two 1999 . 

Beyond our Regon. .'. * Our ~esearch Partners - 

- ,  A ~oi -es t  "Banknby TNC , North Central Research station 
' .  * .  

. . oes the apparent proliferation of smaller-siqd - . . 

T he Nature Consewancy, surpassed the ten 
' 

ownerships threaten the supply of timber? 
million awe mark in 1998 for pmtection of Using infomation collected from forest 
natural habitat. for a vahety of plant and landowner surveys in Michigan and Wisconsk . 

animal species. M C  cridits this.achidvement in parteto. researchers at the North Central ~esearch Station havd . ' 

decisions based upon sound science and strong . begun explore the factors that influence forest . . 
\ .  * * -  . 

apartnershp$. However, they acknowledge that land ownership f r a p e n ~ t i o n  and the timber supply. . . .  
acquisition atlhe scale ib the past by TNC will NCRS has identified same factors. f i e  form of . : '-1 

- not suffice for the insreising pressures on private lands ownership can impact the potential for fragmentation. - . 

the. Great Lakes ~ e ~ i o n  (US side), individuals own.n&rly * 

a 

. in the coming decades. 
. . . TNC believes forested land provide% a1 ecological ' half of the forest, resulting in the potential f o i  :.,., . * . 

buffer surrounding and supporting threatened species frahentation. '. The other half 1s publicly owned or held- '. ' . 
and habitats and suggests threats to be fragmentation, . by forest industry-, corporations/ partnerships, ornative - . . 
erosion and-unsound harvest prqktices. They perceive peoples and is typically ~ e l d  iri larger tracts. The . , . 1.' , 

. that as production in the national forests drops, areas . 
. presence of those ov&xships semes a a. buffer against. ' : ', 

like the lakes states will see the pressure on non- . 'fiagrnentation: . - : . . -  " * - . 
- industrial private forests increase dramatically. :*me . .- Wher6 the forest is locatkd across the landscape . , k  

. need f i r  cash to ~ e e t  estate, +catibn or medical needs ia&pincei its potential for fragmentation. The populari&s , . - 1  
. may force a'landowner to liquidate h ishk  forests asset. . . - of the northViro~ds,for second homes'has escalated forest- , * . 

TNC dcveldped the  ores st .B& concept as their ' 
. 

ownership fragmentatioh. It tends to occur mostly along .: 
;* resporise to awareness that 49% of timber .harvested in yratefiohts qr n&r developments such as golf courses . or a #  - 

the US ccimes from private lands. . resorts. F O R S ~  tend to remain udiagmented, by Y- ,-. a -  ,- ; + - 
Landowners will make aideposit or ;*transfer-of the omershrp on wet kites, farmsteads, Gd-in remote ; r v r  

. I  perpetual tight-to grow, manage and%har*st trees to the. locations. :~hosk forestscontinue to iroduce timbkr. - a - * .  

Forest Bank while. retaining simple owiyrship of the . I There h e  many owner characteristics that influence . . 
- underlyng land. In exchange, they receiie an ironclad m e n t a f i o n  and timber supply. Forest owners in& ' . - 

prcmise from TNC that the fo~est fi l l  remain forested, a m e  States tend t6 be older, most are 'over 50 yearti of ' *  . 
5 1 

modest financial return basdd upon the timber's value, , age and nady,one-third*are retirees. Many are of ; I .  . . . 
and the option to withdraw the cash' at the landowner's tnode& means. For example, in MiChigan, 54% - a . ". - 

. . 
request. retirees owning forests have incomes of less than . k .  

TNC believes this will &mer both tirnbkr available $30,000. Half have either harvested iimber or indicated.' . - I I  

to be harvested and-sound harvesting plans/practices.. they intend to harvest timber. The market for timber:will 
will attempt to secure.$ few sites it! the first 2 - 3 . dictate availability on smaller holdings in the future. - ' ' . - * - - 

years and if successful, if P C  is able to meet economic Changing demographics will influence fi:wentatio~. . ' . 
and corlservation objectives; a national scope will ensue. mi region's population is growing older.. At the same:' . .* - . - Wisconsin and the upper ~&ninsuh of Michigan are : time, the area of forest increased. over the past 20 
among the areas targeted fof thespilot. ' years, Lake States .fori- increased by 1.7 million acres. - 

TPk envisions four potential busipess lines: Much of the increase was previously pasture or fields. 
* Small Landowner Deposit$ . . 

- .  . - The conversion of agriculture lands to forests .probably 
. * "~nchor Tenant'' acquisitibns ' ' did n.ot l&d to a significant increase in new owners. 

*. ~efores~t ion  program (su& as carbon sequestration , However, over the long-term, the aging will 
. * credit markets)'for margin& timberlands influence w e n t a t i o n  baby boomers retire and buy . 

* Targeted prtjduct marketing wing TNC brand. seasonal homes. . .  .. 
For more infprmahon or a copy of the publishedjindings from the. . . 
Michigan and Wisconsin Iandouner studies, contact Earl C. . ' . 

' * 

From an e-mail from ~ e n t  Gilges, For'est Bank Directo~, The 
Nature ('onservanc~ at 71 6.232.3530 or c-mail: kgilgcs@tnc.org leaf her be^, N o d  Central Research Station. 651.649.2138 or e- 

- m i l :  eleather/nc@sfed. us. ' 
. - 

. . 




