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GYPSY MOTHS GET SICK TOO! _

In June. those large, black, hairy caterpillars __ _ rr -

really begin to get your attention as they devour 8_
your trees, pelt your car with unpleasant drop- _
pings, and lounge about on your porch. I am (_ m

describing the gypsy moth, of course, an annoying _ i c_ •
caterpillar because of its voracious appetite, large _ ] _ ,._

size.NorthandAmerica.abundancein many parts of eastern _ , _.__.You might be surprised by the sudden appearance

of dead gypsy moth caterpillars hanging on your _trees. Read on if you are curious about WHY they _
died and HOW you can help control gypsy moths tY
In your yard. n large, fungus-killed _ 0_

[ gypsyrnothcaterpiIlar . ci" _,_
V¢'hy moth usually dies with its _ '"t_

• head straight down. _ C3

Most of these caterpillars got sick and died _" m
after becoming infected _th the gypsy moth ........

fungus,, the gypsy moth v}rus, or botl{.
These natural enemieS' of the gypsy moth
help control them without spra_u_g

Is it normal for gypsy moth caterpillars to
rest oll tree trunks and houseS? _

Yes. Large and healthy gypsy moth cater-
before pillars often rest in the shade during hot,

sunny afternoons. You will notice them on
tree trunks, with thetr heads aimed up-

Can the gyps_ ward ready to crawl back up the trees to
me sick? eat again when it gets cooler. They become

No. neither will very active When disturbed.



How can I teU if the gypsy moth caterpil- If there are lots of dead caterpillars on my
lars in my yard are infected with the gypsy trees this year, will I still notice gypsy
moth virus? moths next year?

Large caterpillars killed by the virus are Maybe. because neither the fungus nor
found about the same time as those killed virus kills every gypsy moth caterpillar. The
by the fungus. Virus-killed caterpillars, extent of gypsy moih control depends on the
however, hang in an Inverted-V shape, number of fungal spores In your soil, pat-
attached by some of their middle feet. terns of rainfall, and number of gypsy moth
Virus-killed caterpillars remain moist and caterpillars in your yard. However, this
limp and readily burst open. releasing a fungus can make gypsy moths so scarce
brown liquid containing gypsy moth virus, that you may not notice theta for several
Although this is rather unpleasant, the virus years.
is harmless to everything except gypsy moth

caterpillars. Is the fungus or virus the same as the Bt
that is sprayed in the spring to control

How long does it take for the caterpillars to gypsy moth?
die from _hsse diseases? No. Bt, short for Bacillus thuringiensis, is an

[t takes about a week for the caterpillars to insecticide made from common bacteria
die from the fungus, and 2 to 3 weeks for found on leaves and in soil. When Bt is
caterpillars to die from the virus, sprayed, it is eaten by caterpillars, which

become sick and often die, Bt kills only very

How do caterpillars get sick? young gypsy moth caterpillars, so it must be

A caterpillar becomes infected With the sprayed early in the spring, soon after egg
fungus after a spore sticks to its skin and hatch.
begins to grow. A caterpillar must eat the

virus to get sick. Will my trees die if gypsy moth caterpillars
eat all their leaves?

Should I remove the dead gypsy moth leaves
caterpillars on and around my trees? lose their

It is best t

your trees because they contain fungus and of
rus that can make other gypsy moth

caterpillars sick this year and In the future.
Bat it Will not harm you to remove dead stay
caterpillars if they are hanging on your abundant
house or are otherwise unsightly, impor-

tan

favorite food is


