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GYPSY MOTHS GET SICK TOO'
n June those iarge black hajry caterplllars
reaIly begin to get your dttentiori.as they devour -
‘your trees, pelt your car with unpleasant drop-
pings, and lounge about on your porch. Iam ARl
describing the gypsy moth; of course,.an annoying - i/
. caterpillar-because of its voracious appetite, large ‘

size, and abundance in many parts of eastern
North Amenca ' e :
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You. rmght be surprised by the sudden appearance ik
of dead gypsy moth caterplllars hanging on.your :
trees: . Read on'if you are curicus about. WHY - they Wi/
‘died'and HOW. you can: help contml gypsy moths R

Cin your yard , i _ '
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" H there are lots of dead caterpillars on my |
- trees this year, will I still notice gypsy
~moths next year? - '

How ¢ can 1 teu if the gypsy moth caterpll- .
1arsin my yard are infected with the gypsy
moth virus?

Large caterpxllars k1E1ed by the virus are

- found about the same time as those killed
by the fungus. Virus-killed caterpillars; -

- however, hang in an inverted-V shape. :

“attached by some of their middle feet:
‘Virus-killed caterpillars remain moist. and
limp and readily burst open, releasing a . -

.. Maybe; because: neither the fungus ner. -
¢ virus kills’ every gypsy moth caterpillar: The
. extent of gypsy moth control depends on the
. number of fiingal spores-in your soil, pat-
:terns of: rainfall and number of gypsy moth

caterpillarsin. ‘your yard. However, this

- fungus can make gypsy moths so scarce -

' ‘die frorn these diseases?

" brown liquid containing gypsy moth virus: - - 5'that you may not notice them for several
. Although this is rather unpleasant, the virus = = N L
is harmless to everything except gypsy moth o i '
-caterplilars o Is the fungus or-.virus the same as the Bt
' - that'is sprayed: in the spring to control
S .gypsy moth? " : :
Co Nol Bty short for Bacdlus thunng:ensas. isan
- “ingecticidé made from common bacteria
" found on leaves-and in soil, "When Btis . -
_sprayed; it {s eaten by caterpillars, which -
- become sick and: often die. /Bt kills only very
young gypsy moth. caterpillars 'so it must be
' in the spﬂng soon’ after egg

E How long does it take for the caterplllars to

It takes about a week for the caterpillars to
' die from the fungus, and 2:t0.3 Weeks for
cate1 plllars to. die from the: vn'us

How do caterplilars get sick?
“‘Acaterpillar. becomes infected with the
~fungus after a spore sticks to its skin and’
begms to grow. A caterpﬂlar must eat the
Vir'us 1o get sick = . :

_ Shouid I remove the dead gypsy T th
i caterpillars on and around my trees?
oIt is best to leave the dead caterpiliars-:_ 1
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