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FOREWORD

This proceedings resulted from the ninth in a series of biennial conferences held at various Univer-
sities throughout the Central Hardwood Forest Region. The conference was successful in providing
a forum for dicussion of the biology and management of hardwood forests by scientists from
throughout the eastern United States. Papers contained within this proceedings provide a con-
tinuing documentation of the broad array of research programs attempting to understand this
diverse forest resource. As with previous proceedings topics range from basic biology and ecologi-
cal processes to economic value and management.

The social and biological characteristics of the Central Hardwood Region make it unique in com-
parison with other forest regions of the United States. One-fourth of the United State’s human
population reside in this region. Approximately 90% of the land is in private ownership and public
lands tend to be small and fragmented with private inholdings. The papers presented in this
proceedings are important to the long-term management of this unique region.

REVIEW PROCEDURES

Each manuscript published in these proceedings was critically reviewed by at least two scientists
with expertise in disciplines closely aligned to the subject of the manuscript. Reviews were re-
turned to the senior author, who revised the manuscript appropriately and resubmitted it in a
diskette format suitable for printing by the North Central Forest Experiment Station, USDA Forest
Service where they were edited to a uniform format and type style. Manuscript authors are re-
sponsible for the accuracy and style of their papers.
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