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FOREWORD

As the pressures from urban sprawl, highway
development, agriculture, resort development,
industrialization and the designation of
wilderness and special-use lands increase, the
amount of forested land manageable for multiple
purposes correspondingly decreases. There is
little doubt that this problem will intensify in
the Central Hardwood Region, a region which seems
destined to become more populus, more urbanized
and more industrialized, even within our
immediate planning horizons. How should
foresters, whose task it is to husband the total
forest resource, react to these rapidly changing
conditions? Obviously, they must become better
informed to find those answers; one way to become
better informed is to personally communicate and
interact with co-workers.

Such was the setting for the Sixth Central
Hardwood Forest Conference. The objectives of
the Conference were (1) to draw attention to the
central hardwood region, (2) to provide a forum
where people with ideas might interact and (3) to
facilitate coordinated regional research. The
extent to which we have been successful will only
be proven by time. This conference alone will
not provide all of the answers that we need and
neither will a dozen more. It will however, add
to our total knowledge and make us more able to
understand the complex and intriguing nature of
the forest enviroaments in which we live. We can
only hope that our ability to cope with the
changes we can expect in the future will not be
exceeded by the impetus which such changes have
already gained.

As organizers of a Conference that is now
history, we respectfully suggest that the next
Conference devote a substantial part of the
program to forest change due to the human element
of the environment and to the needs of people for
amenities of hardwood forests other than wood.
Perhaps our Conference became more of a forestry
conference, rather than a forest conference which
should consider much of the total forest resource

.. and its uses. No matter how well we understand

the silviculture, physiology, taxonomy, ecology
and other technical aspects of forests, people
will ultimately help determine the extent and
type of uses for which our forests will be
managed. If we fail to include them in our
management assessment, we will most certainly
lose our preferred status as forest managers.
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REVIEW PROCEDURES

Initially, each abstract was accepted based
upon its appropriateness for the targeted session
of the Conference. When the draft manuscript was
submitted to the Program Committee, it was sent
to two or three scientists that were prominent in
that subject area for review. The requested
review was stringent and thorough; most reviewers
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